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I’m grateful to all my reviewers for their many complimentary remarks, and I’m happy
to acknowledge the imperfections pointed out by Vladimir Lifschitz and John McCarthy.
However, I’m also glad of this opportunity to reply to a couple of the criticisms made by
Erik Sandewall.
First, Sandewall quotes my defence of the intuitive example as if it were an attack on the
idea of more abstract mathematical assessment. But nowhere do I state that it’s a “circular
exercise” to assess logics for actions and change with respect to other formal systems. On
the contrary, I value such work highly, including that of Sandewall himself. For my own
part, life is short and AI is difficult, so I’ve chosen to concentrate my efforts elsewhere.
Second, Sandewall claims that my historical account of the development of the event
calculus is misleading, apparently because I failed to point out the similarities between the
design features of the event calculus and those of other formalisms developed concurrently.
However, these similarities are clearly pointed out in the book. For example, Sandewall
cites the resemblance between the Causes predicate in some versions of the situation
calculus and the Initiates and Terminates predicates of the event calculus. Yet on page 269,
I wrote “Initiates and Terminates . . . resemble Lifschitz’s Causes predicate”, and I went on
to discuss the relationship at some length. Similarly, Sandewall cites the similarity between
his own notion of occlusion and certain features of the event calculus. Yet on pages 81 and
299, I explicitly drew attention to this similarity.
Taking a wider view, I’m happy to find myself bickering with my colleagues over such
small matters if it signifies that the logicist community have converged on a useful set of
representational techniques for action and change. Erik Sandewall, like myself, is working
on applying logic to robotics, which surely indicates that the process of bringing these
techniques to bear on the larger problems of AI has already begun.
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